“The Oven of Achnai”
Baba Metzia 59
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We learnt elsewhere:

If he cut it into separate tiles, placing sand between
each tile:

R. Eliezer declared it clean,

and The Sages declared it unclean;

and this was the oven of ‘Aknai.

What is ‘Aknai? —

Said Rab Judah in Samuel's name: [It means]
that they encompassed it with arguments as a
snake, and proved it unclean.

It has been taught:

On that day R. Eliezer brought forward every
imaginable argument, but they did not accept
them.

Said he to them: ‘If the halachah agrees with me,
let this carob-tree prove it!’

Thereupon the carob-tree was torn a hundred
cubits out of its place — others affirm, four
hundred cubits.

They said to him: ‘No proof can be brought from a
carob-tree.’

Again he said to them: ‘If the halachah agrees with
me, let the stream of water prove it!”

Whereupon the stream of water flowed backwards
They said to him: ‘No proof can be brought from a
stream of water.’

Again he said to them: ‘If the halachah agrees with
me, let the walls of the schoolhouse prove it,’
whereupon the walls inclined to fall.

R. Joshua rebuked them, saying: ‘“When scholars
are engaged in a halachic dispute, what have ye to
interfere?’

Hence they did not fall, in honour of R. Joshua,
nor did they resume the upright, in honour of R.
Eliezer; and they are still standing thus inclined.
Again he said to them: ‘If the halachah agrees with
me, let it be proved from Heaven!”

Whereupon a Heavenly Voice cried out: “Why do
ye dispute with R. Eliezer, seeing that in all
matters the halachah agrees with him!’

R. Joshua arose and exclaimed: ‘It is not in
heaven.’

:0RN PN

12 210 1NN 71PN 10N
,NYIND NN

90N IWIUN Ya4
JIRPOVD DN

INIDY DY NN NN O

— DNIYOIND

SINIDY BN AT A% IR
A3 MDY DT IV
MNP

NN

TYION 249 21YWN O1H NN
1723 N2 ODWaY mawn Yo
RYatly

- MRS N199H ON : BNY NN
L 1Y arn

,TION NND INPHN 2N P
SN NING YN 1Y N
2 PR PNOIND PN Y 1IN
ANNN

250 BN ONY AN N
A0 DN NRKC- TMIND
LOIINRD PN NN N
PN PRI PN T 1INN
NaplaraBafatial

1990 ON - DN N 1IN
VTN 30 - s
Riatlal)

2190 Wt nra vma on

: DAY AN, YWY 239 DN W
% DXNAI BDMION Y TM5N OR
12 BNAN - 195N M NN
10530

331 5W IT120 NN DM NO

W TI2D AN 1D NOY I
POR PTINATON Y
JTHONN

1250 DX : BNY BN 1IN
AN BYRYN 10 - MMInd

D37 NP MPNI NP NI IR
MDD NOTNY MPUN 19 TN
10PN 792

JIONY PO DY YYD a9 Ty
— NN DY NS

10

A1

12

13

.14
15

.16

.17
18

19

.20

.21

22




23.
24.

25.
26.
27.

28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

What did he mean, “It is not in heaven?”

Said R. Jeremiah: That the Torah had already
been given at Mount Sinai; we pay no attention to
a Heavenly Voice, because Thou hast long since
written in the Torah at Mount Sinai, After the
majority must one incline.

R. Nathan met Elijah

He said to him: What did the Holy One, Blessed be
He, do in that hour? —

He said to him: He laughed [with joy], saying, ‘My
sons have defeated Me, My sons have defeated
Me.’

It was said: On that day all objects which R.
Eliezer had declared clean were brought and burnt
in fire. Then they took a vote and excommunicated
him.

They said, ‘Who shall go and inform him?’

R. AKkiva said to them: ‘I will go, lest an
unsuitable person go and inform him, and thus
destroy the whole world.’

What did R. Akiba do? He donned black garments
and wrapped himself in black, and sat at a distance
of four cubits from him.

R. Eliezer said to him: ‘ Akiba, what has
particularly happened to-day?’

He said to him: ‘Master, it appears to me that thy
companions hold aloof from thee.’

Thereupon he too rent his garments, put off his
shoes, removed [his seat] and sat on the earth,
whilst tears streamed from his eyes.

The world was then smitten: a third of the olive
crop, a third of the wheat, and a third of the barley
crop. Some say, the dough in women's hands
swelled up. '

A Tanna taught: Great was the calamity that befell
that day, for everything at which R. Eliezer cast
his eyes was burned up.

R. Gamaliel too was traveling in a ship, when a
huge wave arose to drown him. ‘It appears to me,’
he reflected, ‘that this is on account of none other
but R. Eliezer b. Hyrcanus.’

Thereupon he arose and exclaimed, ‘Sovereign of
the Universe! Thou knowest full well that I have
not acted for my honour, nor for the honour of my
paternal house, but for Thine, so that strife may not
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multiply in Israel!
At that the raging sea subsided,

Ima Shalom was R. Eliezer's wife, and sister to
R. Gamaliel.

From the time of this incident onwards she did not
permit him to fall upon his face.

Now a certain day happened to be New Moon, but
she mistook a full month for a defective one.
Others say, a poor man came and stood at the door,
and she took out some bread to him.

She found him fallen on his face. ‘Arise,’ she cried
out to him, ‘thou hast slain my brother.

In the meanwhile an announcement was made
from the house of Rabban Gamaliel that he had
died.

He said to her: ‘Whence dost thou know it?

She said to him: ‘I have this tradition from my
father's house: All gates are locked, excepting the
gates of wounded feelings.’
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